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" PERES SEES EFFORT
IN US. SPY INQUIRY
10 MAR ISRAELI TIES

Assails Those Who ‘Foul the
Atmosphere’ — Reiterates
Promise of Assistance

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
Special to The Now York Times

JERUSALEM, June 8 — Prime
Minister Shimon Peres of Israel today
denounced attempts to *foul the atmos-
phere’’ between Israel and the United
States with suggestions that Israeli
Spying in America was far more exten-
sive than Israel has said it was.

Mr. Peres'’s statement was his first
public comment on the espionage issue
since Jonathan Jay Pollard, a former
American Navy analyst, pleaded guilty
on Wednesday to conspiring with Is-
raeli agents to steal secret Govern-
ment documents.

The Prime Minister reiterated his
country’s readiness to cooperate with
the United States to investigate the af-
fair. He did not say who was trying to
foul the atmosphere with false reports
but said “‘the Government of Israel
views these reports with concern and
hopes they will not continue.’

Comments by F.B.1. Director

His remarks followed a comment in
Washington last week by William H.
Webster, the Director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, that Israel
had given only “selective cooperation’’
in the investigation of Mr. Pollard, and

_reports by senior Administration offi-
| clals that Mr. Pollard had begun
providing information about a number
of Israeli espionage operations in the
United States.

Mr. Peres's statement, issued with
the approval of the full Cabinet, pro-
vided no new evidence to back up as-
sertions by the Israeli Government
that spying by Mr. Pollard, on behalf of
Israeli agents, was a ‘“‘rogue” opera-
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Chief of Staff and the Minister of De-
fense.
Four Israelis were named as co-con-
spirators in the Pollard case — General
Sella; Rafael Eitan, a veteran intelli-
gence operative; Joseph Yagur, the
science attaché at the Israeli Consulate
General in New York, and Irit Erb, a

classified documents.

The Prime Minister’s statement was
in keeping with a attitude
among Israeli that elements
within the Justice and
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nited States “:E'“"'
the breadth of the Pollard
‘Out to Get Israel’

tion, undertaken by a small scientific
intelligence-gathering unit without the
knowledge of Israeli politicians.

No Detalls on Israeli General

| Nor did it explain how a senior ls-
| raeli Air Force commander, Brig. Gen.
Aviem Sella, could have been inti-
mately involved in the Pollard affair
while on a “‘study leave’ in the United
States, without the knowledge of his su-

periors — the head of the Air Force, the

Intelligence Unit Dismantied 1
The statement added that Israel had |
dismantled the intelligence apparatus '
run through the Scientific Liaison Bu-
reau, “‘that exceeded its authority, as
emerged in the wake of the Pollard af-
fair.”
In conclusion, the statement said:
‘‘Israel reiterates that no espionage ac-
| tivities are conducted against the ;

ernment of Israel to continue t-
ing with United States investigations of
the case.” But a

|
{
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believe certain aspects of the Israeli
' explanation are seen as being “‘anti-Is-
rael.”

In a long article in today’'s Haaretz
'newspaper, Israel’s leading military
writer, Ze'ev Schiff, argued that Is-
| rael’s ministers s have not come
'togriplwlththelm cations of the spy
scandal.

‘Cry Out for an Answer’
‘“Does everyone in Israel’s intelli-

even dare to leak the details of the
scandal to the press — while we here at
home divert the public’s attention with
stories about the great bravery and
natural of those invalved in
this affair — as if that was the question
' we were dealing with."”
‘ ‘“The other approach,’’ he added, “is
to investigate fundamentally the cir-
cumstances of the internal failure and
not just issue stiteslzmts sayling tha:
everything is O. me people migh
try to argue that the Pollard affair is a
media event and will soon be forgotten,
but that is not the measure for the
\mount of damage it has done.”
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